
 
 
 
Yela Magembe is an old woman of 70 years old who lives at Old Maswa village 
together with 4 grandchildren, two of whom are disabled. Before she joined the 
project she was keeping chicken for home consumption, and often chicken died from 
Newcastle disease. When she joined the project she had only 5 chickens, and she 
has now managed to establish her enterprise up to 30 chickens. She has slaughtered 
3 chickens to eat with her family, sold 9 chickens (7 chickens at Tshs.8000/= and 2 at 
Tshs. 5000/= getting a total of Tshs. 66,000/= - equivalent of GBP 33). The cash 
earned was used to buy dresses for her disabled grandchildren and buy food for 
household consumption. Of the remaining 18 chickens, breeding multiplied them up 
to 70 chickens. Unfortunately 30 chicks died from fowl pox. 
 
Mama Yela is a member of SILC group known as Tupendane (literally “love one 
another” ). She obtained a loan of Tshs. 50,000/= from the group and started a small 
business of selling fish and buns (“Vitumbua ”) in order to meet her needs with her 
grandchildren. When her SILC shared out she earned about Tshs. 200,000/= after 
repaying the loan. The money earned was used to pay school fees and buy food for 
her family. 


